
EXHIBIT 61

Memorandum to Roy W. Stoddard
from E.W. Kronquist, Irrigation Manager
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MEMORAETOM TO ROY 'A'. STODDAHD, SPEC W. ASSISrE?
TO TEE ATTOEHET GEffiEP.AL

RE - WALKER RITO5 SUIT - W3BER RESERTOIR

Dear Mr. Stoddard:

With further refsrence to our oonfereaos of December
88th last, there were four poin-bs to be olarified after further
exaata&tion.

I have examined the records of the Nevada state Engineer's
Office at Carson Oit-y, also -those of the State Engineer of Oaltfor-
nia at Sacramento, and had a ra-ther lengthy ooaferenoe with Mr.
E. 0. S'ortier—SuperTising Sngtneer of the Indian Irrigation Ss^.--
vice, and Mr. Seraint Humphryes—Chief Fielct Counsel of ftie same
Service, vAile at Los Angeles on Tanuary 2nd-4th inclusive, •ctiis
year.

I'aking up -the points in ordar;

1. Regarding the discrepancy in -fcbe length of the irriga-
•felon season as indioa-ted In a reoent letter of Myron R. Adams, i't
appears that the St. Sure Decree gives the season as of March 1st
to September 30-th, wliile Decree 731, which beooaes a part; of -Bie
new Decree, establishes the season as of March 1st to October 50th
of each year. With these conditions in force, it would appear
that; no one vrould. have a right to either irrigata or store water
during the Moath of Oc'bober under the St. Sure Decrea, but X fail
to see where this makes any d.I.ffersnoe as fsr as the Government
is oonoerned.

S. Priority of storage ri^its - V/eber Reservoir. No
filings were made with ttie State'Bngineer either before or during
construction, of the Weber Reservoir, due to •the objection of fer.
E-bheltaert Ward, fffirmer Special Assistant to -blie Attorney Qeaeral
in charge of Uie ^allser Rival? Sui'fc. You are well acq.u&iirted v;i'fch
Mr. Ward's objeotioa and I won't dwell any further on -that matter,
Whether or not we made filings, our studies indicate that sufficient
wtnter water would originate below the existing Bridgepor-t and.
Top&z Reservoirs to fill Weber Heservoir (oap&city 15,000 a.f.) in
any normal year, rsgardless of how the above reservoirs were manip-
ulated or opera-teA. However, during several of recent droughth
years, the winter flow of Walker River fell below 15,000 &.t. et
Weber'Dam, and oa one year it fell as low as 5500 a.f., so it is
quite apparent that it would not; fill each and every year.

As the dre.inage system in Mason Vulley is deTeloped,
the winter flow will be increased materially, although this v/ill
depend somewha-b on the proper location and construction of the
West Side drain in Mason Valley which is new/ under cons'fcruction.
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This aitch will drain a part of the lower West Mason
Valley, which normally drains to thu Carson River due to peculiar
topography of this area. The currsnt practice, inoluaing the
Indian Service itself, is to turn surplus and arainage water Into
sloughs that flow towards the Carson River and to allow to waste
in ponds and large sloughs In the northwest corner of Mason Velley.
In years of-anormally large run-off, these sloughs are completely
filled and overflow ia-to Adrianoe Valley, the connecting Valley
between Mason Valley and the Carson Biver. A small amount of
•this water actually ree.ohes •fche Carson River at times but in
general]this water is lost by evapora-fcion. IVith proper looa-tion
and oons1;ruotion of this drain, V/eber Reservoir would receive
between 2000 and 4000 acre fee-b of additional winter flow, which
would be of matsrial benefil; to the Beservoir in years of lov;
flow. If the practice of wasting -this water is oontinued for any
length of -tiMe, someone is sure to file on it, which may result
in complete loss of this supply to the Walker River System.

A search of -the State Engineer's files at Sacramento
discloses no recent filings for storage water on either the East
or West Walker River. In -the Nevada State Engineer's office I
found one application by -the Yi'alker Hiver Irrigation District for
the storage of 30,000 acre fee-b, the dam to be in what is known
as Hoye Canyon, which is about six miles below the existing Topaz
Reservoir. Thejnap was filed May 37, 1933; The apolicat.ioa is
still _cendiag-as"1;Fie ytate Kngineer nas'~talcen no actioa in regard
to it—neither approving or disapproving. Oonstrua-tion of this
reservoir would diminish the flow of the n'eber Eeservol.r -to a
slight extent, but probably would n.o't bs serious. This is the
only application that the State Sngineer of Nevada has that may
affect our rights.

I will write the Supervising Bngineer, S. C. ?ortier,
reconmanaiug that maps of the ffeber Reservoir be prepared with a
view of filing with both the Sts-be Engineer of Kevada and of
California, a-fc which time notice should be given to both offices
of Its construction.

5. This pertains to the matter of point of diversion for
the Walker Rivor project as establishsd in the St. Sure decree. As
you know, I called your attention to the ambiguity of the language
of this Decree which left this matter somewhat in dou'b-t, and with
h.'. unfriendly wa-termaster, i-b would be possible for hi:?, to con- -
s-bruot the language so as -fco deliver our water at the Reservation
boundary—some-19 miles above our existing a.lversion dam.

Studies on this stretch of river have shown transpor-
tatioa losses as high as SO seooad feet per day, and if it were
possible to deliver'to the Reservation tiound&ry rather -than the
diversion dam, it may resul-b in our getting abcu.t 6i- second feet
of water out of the 26.£5 as decreed to us. Delivering the water
to the'axisting diversion point would also involve the matter of

L

!WRID03
NARA00004956-2
US003658000621

Case 3:73-cv-00127-MMD-WGC Document 26 Filed 01/13/21 Page 3 of 4



••-,....L>.,v

W^>w:i
vm^' ."

-1

'•-''!;.•.

~1

'.."~^''

%-
v ::'s^r:~^ •'
K"SIS^!S^ '^^^
%•

y.;-.

•y."

.:,.:.^

^?':^
^..'/•v:^^

ifcf'a
^^^/s'"^M^.'^M
i^'^^j^ ^

^ ''ISp^Si^!

liltliiiilllf^w^Qac&

K?^i
ilr^"'.:^lK '^i

^?1
iii^N^^•^•''ftil

W.&E-y?" •-:m

tiitt.A's.

^

^^fr^-'.
J?'•'•'>'> ~1

taking 'the water through our i'lTeber Reservoir.

With the thought in mind of establishing our existing
diversion dam as the point where the water should be Aivertsd, I
took the matter up with you of darifytng the language of -the
Deores to make this possible. Apparently, the Washington office
was somewhat confused by -the whole issue and atteMpts to establish
the right to Aivert al; the.upper boundary of the Reservation,or
even above it, which is not the idea at all.

4. The matter of iuser'fcing tbe wording, at the end of
line 86, page 28 of proposed decree "-fcbe date of es-fcablishment
of the BeserTation", appears to make ao difference in the Decree
i'fcself, but may facilitate adjuaication of future disputes. I
see no reason why -fcba wording should not be entered in the
Decree or why anyone should have any o'bjection to it.

IE; V/.
Irrlgat

Utntah ani

fisr,
Manager -

Ouray Xndian Agency.
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